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A NEGLECTED FIELD OF NURSING: THE COUNTY ALMS¬ 
HOUSE 

The above title was the subject of a paper read by Mrs. Caroline 
Bartlett Crane, Chairman of the Charity Organization Department of 
the Women’s Civic Improvement League of Kalamazoo, at the annual 
meeting of the Michigan State Nurses’ Association in Ann Arbor. 

A graphic picture was presented of the existing condition of the 
inmates of the County almshouses—a condition no worse in Michigan 
than in most of the other states, where they are under local manage¬ 
ment. Massachusetts and New York were cited as exceptions in the 
progress that had been made in bringing the County almshouses near 
the standard of the older and larger state institutions for the care of 
the indigent aged and infirm. 

The thought advanced was that the County almshouses should 
be put on the infirmary basis, and that the inmates should be recog¬ 
nized as legitimate subjects for state care, as are the blind, deaf-mutes, 
insane, epileptics, etc. 

The immediate need of hospital accommodations and of trained 
nurses for the sick poor in the almshouses, was emphasized. 

A strong plea was made to the nurses of the Michigan State 
Association to cooperate with the Michigan State Federation of 
Women's Clubs, in their efforts of reform in the almshouses. 

The plan in brief was that the work be inaugurated by volunteer 
effort and private subscription; and that two or three women’s clubs 
in the state be induced to raise the necessary funds for the employ- 

25 493 







40 1 The American Journal of Nursing 

ment. of a nurse in the almshouses in their respective localities as an 
experiment, to prove that the reform is needed. The cooperation 
of the Nurses' State Association would be in appointing the nurses 
and supervising their work. 

The discussion that followed the paper resulted in the appoint¬ 
ment of a committee to confer with the Michigan State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs relative to inaugurating the movement. 

This is the first time that such an affiliation with a nurse’s as¬ 
sociation has been recommended. There are in the recommendation 
suggestions of possibilities of great service to the sick poor, and of 
advantage to the nurses, who by cultivating that neglected field 
“would experience a call upon their utmost resources of ability, 
training and character 

There is, furthermore, presented in the suggestion an opportunity 
for different hospitals of the state to affiliate w r ith the almshouses 
and furnish them with pupil nurses to do their nursing under a 
trained graduate supervisor. 

Many valuable lessons in the education of the pupil nurse would 
be acquired through such an arrangement. Humane and scientific 
care of the homeless, friendless sick, most of whom are aged and 
infirm, would add to a nurse's education experience, which makes for 
success in private nursing or in any other line of her professional work. 

Where else could she better learn the lessons of reverence for 
old age and patience with its vagaries and caprices; consideration for 
sensitive feelings; tolerance and pity for ignorance and misfortune, 
and the sympathy which prompts the ameliorating of the sad condi¬ 
tions of human life as much as lies in one’s power ? 

We have faith to believe that the neglected field will become a 
cultivated field; and we heartily endorse the action of the Michigan 
State Nurses’ Association in the initiative they have taken to aid in 
bringing about the reform. 


THE NEW YORK SYMPOSIUM ON NURSING 

We publish in this issue a letter from a New York nurse who 
attended the symposium on nursing held at the Academy of Medicine 
in New York on the evening of March 29. 

The nurses who responded to the public invitation to attend 
this symposium found themselves in a somewhat unique situation. 

A company of medical gentlemen occupied the evening in read¬ 
ing papers and making addresses, criticising,—we might almost say 



